
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�

��  

 
�

��
 

���������	�
���
��
 

You would be hard pressed to find anyone who would not agree that our nation is in trouble.  You would, 
however, find many different opinions as to what needs to happen to turn things around.  I would submit that 
the only way to see our country continue to have God’s blessing, protection and provision is to reach a 
generation for Christ.  That generation would then transform our culture by honoring God, and becoming 
citizens of godly virtue and character.  One might respond to such a statement with one word, impossible.   
 

The Christmas season is all about the impossible.  Could a baby being born of a teenage virgin ever be the 
Son of God and the Savior of the world?  Impossible.  However, you don’t have to spend much time reading 
the Scriptures before you learn better than to tell God something is impossible.  Prov. 28:18a says, “Where 
there is no vision the people perish.”  As the people of God we are challenged to dream dreams and see 
visions of what God is doing and then join Him in what He wants to do through us.  If these dreams are from 
God then they will be challenging.  Without a vision to challenge us, we would just coast along and never 
experience the presence, power and blessing of God.  Without a vision to challenge us we will never reach 
a generation for Christ.  Without a vision to challenge us our agenda will be to relax and play it safe rather 
than to reach. 
 

We have made a decision to reach!!!   Every time we make a decision to step out in faith in an effort to 
reach the world for Christ is a historic moment.  It’s historic because it is out of the ordinary, beyond the 
routine, defies logic and causes everyone to see something impossible made possible before their very 
eyes.  It’s an opportunity for the lost to see the passion of the saints, and most importantly a time when God 
is lifted up.  Jesus said in John 12:32, “If I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all peoples to  Myself.”  It is 
our role to lift up Jesus and His role is to draw people to Himself.  This is a historic moment because we 
have a spectacular opportunity to do just that as “Together We Build.”   
 

There are two areas I encourage all of us to be a part of and that is to build physically and spiritually.  It has 
been proven through statistical studies that in the average church less than 20% of the members give 80% 
of the money for the ministry and work of the church.  This means that only 20% of the members of the 
church are receiving the majority of the blessings of Christian stewardship.  What a tragedy!  It is through 
sacrificial Christian stewardship that people open the windows of heaven for God’s blessing.  These factors 
also mean that our church could be doing far more to share the love of Christ than we are presently doing if 
all of us  would become Christian stewards.  Our building campaign challenges us to go beyond the 
average church.  It challenges all of us  to have a part in the support of our church and its ministries.  I 
earnestly pray that we will refuse to be average!    
 

We are all also challenged to build spiritually.  How do we do that?  A lot of ways but let me share just a 
few.  All of us  need to be engaged in fervent prayer, time in the Word, faithful in our attendance, etc.  We 
all  have friends and neighbors we can invite to come to church with us.  We all  can go the extra mile in 
reaching out to those who come with a warm smile and pleasant conversation.  When you see someone 
you don’t know, please take the initiative to introduce yourself and let them know how glad we are to have 
them.  We all  can come with our hearts prepared to worship and to hear from God’s Word.   
 

We have declared that we are “All In.”  Now is the time for us to prove that we really meant it.  I pray that 
God will be well pleased and that the communities surrounding our church will be amazed at how such a 
small church can accomplish such big things.  As we strive together like never before to build the kingdom 
of God, may God move in such a way that generations that follow us will be amazed at what God did in our 
lives at this particular time in our history.   
 

Together We Build, 
Pastor Mike 
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     I would like to start out by answering the question that I get asked the 

most and that is this:  “Are you settling in well?”  Since Jeana and I were 
married on January 9, 1999 this has been our 5th move to a new church and 
we could not have asked for a smoother transition.  We look forward to what 
God has in store for our family here at Danville First Church of God.  We 
have felt so welcomed and already feel like we are a part of the family.  I want 
to thank everyone for all the prayers. 

 

Our high school and middle school students just returned from State Youth Convention where 
we took 14 youth and 6 adults.  We have such a great group of youth and it was a joy getting to go on a 
trip like this with them.  Trips like this help the group to come together and help me get to know each of 
the youth more closely.  Our adults were Cindy Pike, Carrie Stoltzfus, Emily Coy, Chad Terrell, Jarrod 
Sharp and myself.  I was overwhelmed by the Godly group of counselors we were able to take.  I felt so 
blessed to have adults like this for the students to be around and learn from.  Their love for the Lord 
and for the youth poured out of each of them and I want to thank them for being used by God to impact 
these young people’s lives.   

 

The theme for the convention was “Shatter Proof”.  It was based on the scripture taken from 2 
Corinthians 4:8-9, “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.”  Our service project on Saturday was 
at God’s Net.  This is a mission started by the Catholic Church to help the homeless.  We helped 
organize their warehouse and folded hundreds of blankets and sheets in preparation for 18 baskets that 
were going to be put together.  These baskets would be given to 18 people who were about to receive 
a new home and be off the streets.  We all were greatly impacted by this time of service in the name of 
Jesus Christ.   

 

Saturday night, following the worship service we had a silent prayer walk to Triangle Park where 
we took communion and had a candle light service.  600 youth and adults gathered as we sang praises 
to the Lord and lifted our lights to glorify His name.   Many cars and passers by watched as we were 
unashamed of the God we serve.  People in the bar across the street couldn’t help but come out and 
see what was going on.  Some tried to mock but the presence of God was so strong that their attempts 
to take our focus away were short lived.  We all knew that we had been a witness that night in the name 
of Almighty God. 

 

One of our own youth, Halee Jackson, ran for State Youth Council.  It was so exciting to see our 
youth group come together in support for her.  We had made shirts and posters saying, “Vote Halee 
Jackson”.  We ran around the auditorium chanting, “Halee!  Halee!  Halee!  We were throwing, I mean, 
handing out candy, dancing, I mean,  moving around in an excited manner (we made sure at least one 
foot was on the ground and only one hand was raised at all times), screaming, I mean, raising our 
voices in Halee’s support.  I have to say we had the best campaign by far.  Needless to say, she won!    

 

In a world so full of distractions and false hope I am so glad we were able to provide this 
experience to our youth.  I know that we were all impacted in some way and many of our youth 
rededicated their lives to the Lord.  We learned that God is always with us and even though we are as 
fragile as clay pots we are indestructible, Shatter Proof, with His strength in our lives.  Please be in 
prayer with us that our youth can continue to grow in the Lord and understand His will in their lives.   

 
Blessings, 

 
Pastor Darrin       
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Sunday School is alive and well!!  Did you notice attendance numbers are up?  By your attendance, you 
have demonstrated your desire to study God’s Word.  Our great staff of teachers start with the Bible and 
use discussion and creative activities to help us experience God’s Word and apply it to life.   
 

During this past Sunday School quarter our adult classes have each shared a different study.  Sunday 
School is the original small group and this has allowed for study, fun and caring in a small group setting.   
 

The winter quarter for Sunday School will start the first Sunday in December.  Each of the adult classes 
taught by Fernese Blevins and Dan Stoltzfus will return to the International Sunday School study for this 
quarter.  The class of Wayne and Vicki Wesley will start a new small group study entitled “Meeting Jesus”.  
If you haven’t joined a class, I know you will want to do so soon. 
 

Excitement is mounting as our construction project gets underway!!!  THANKS are in order for those of you 
who are sacrificing to make this project a reality. This will provide a huge improvement for our various 
Christian Education ministries.   
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We're so excited to be able to say "congratulations" to Mark & Michelle Walls on the 
birth of their third son, Thomas 'Blake' on September 30th! Blake joins his older 
brothers,  Ty and Zach.   We also want to say “congratulations” to Brian & Kristy Minix 
on the birth of their third son, Jarett Wesley on November 6th!  Jarett joins his older 
brothers, Zachary and Brent. 

We are also excited to see an increase in our pre-school class! During the upcoming months, we will be 
learning about the birth of Jesus and His life on Earth.  
 

We are now collecting items for the Sunrise Children's Campus located next to the Millenium Park in 
Danville.  The age group of boys that we will be collecting items for are between the ages of 6-12.  
Currently, there are 18 boys in this age range.  A list of suggested items can be found on the Children’s 
ministry bulletin board (next to the kitchen).  Monetary donations or gift cards can also be used for 
purchasing these items.  Our church children will be filling Christmas stockings for the boys  at our annual 
“Happy Birthday” Jesus Party!  
 

During   the  months  of  January  and  February,   we  will  be  collecting coloring books, crayons, books, 
etc. to distribute to pediatric units in our area hospitals.   
 

As always, we would like to thank everyone who serves in our children's ministry areas.  We have had 
another wonderful year!  If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Connie Southerland 
(236-9289) or Leanne Boyd (583-7585 or leanne.boyd@hotmail.com).  
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     Once again I would like to invite all the men to attend our men's ministry group on the third Friday of 
every month.   Our next meeting is scheduled for Fri. evening, Dec. 18 at 7:00 p.m.       

      At our last meeting we talked about being Godly fathers - how that David did not confront his children 
in difficult situations.  We as fathers need to see difficult situations as teachable moments to share how 
God expects us to step up and take responsibility for their failures and seek forgiveness.  Sometimes we 
try to bail our kids out and cover up their sins.  I had a friend once who told me he did not have to teach 
his kids to lie. He had to teach his children not to lie.   We are all born with a sin nature.  The temptation to 
sin comes easy. Doing the right thing is always harder than doing what is wrong.  One of the first steps to 
raising a child with character is if the child takes responsibility when they do wrong things.  As parents we 
tend to do what David did and help our children cover-up when they do things  wrong in school.    Iron 
cannot be tempered unless it is put in heat.  As we raise our children and they get older, part of the 
training for adulthood is allowing them to work thru  difficult  situations  and advising  them, but  not  taking 
care of all their problems.   
 

     We also talked about how in just a few short years our children will be leading our church.  We need to 
take time and talk to them and include them in church.  We should not ignore young people but stop and 
talk to them just as much as we would talk to any adult in the church.  Young men and ladies really need 
to know that they are important and that we care about things that are going on in their life. 
 

     Psalm 127 says children are a heritage from the Lord.  Children are all we have that will last for 
eternity.  If we do not train them in the ways of the Lord and pass down our Christian heritage, we labor in 
vain because money and possessions will all pass away.  If our faith is not preserved, our children and 
grandchildren will dwell in an ungodly land. 

 

       I believe if you have no children and if you are a Christian you have a responsibility to pass down a 
heritage to any child you come in contact with.  As we live our lives, passing our faith to the next 
generation is all we can leave that really matters. 

     Greetings from the Benevolence Committee!  I can’t believe that we are already 
at the end of another year.  It has been a tough year for many people as our 
economy continues to suffer and jobs are still being lost at a very rapid pace.  But at 
the same time, we have been and continue to be very blessed by our most gracious 
Heavenly Father to whom we give all the praise and glory.        

      The Benevolence funds have been a blessing in many situations this past year and we want to thank 
God and you, our church family, for making this possible.  As the year winds down, you will see we have 
the Angel Tree project going on.  The tree will be available on Dec. 6th in the back of the sanctuary for you 
to select a gift idea that you so thoughtfully are willing to provide for this family.  Also, we will be Christmas 
Caroling on Sun., Dec. 20th and taking fruit baskets and poinsettias to our shut-ins.  If at all possible for 
your family, please come out and join in this wonderful ministry.  You will be such a blessing to others 
while being blessed in a tremendous way yourself.      

     Thank you for all your love, prayers and support throughout the year and may God continue to bless 
each of you throughout this wonderful holiday season as we celebrate the birth of our precious Jesus 
Christ. 
 

     Remember:  “Generosity is more than a message; it is a critical part of God’s plan for you.  Embracing        
a life of generous living enables you to grow more intimately in your relationship with Him.” 
     “Jesus recognizes giving as an act of the heart, and as a measure of the heart (Jesus looks at the 
heart of the giver – not the size of the gift or the nobility of the cause)”. 
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     On Sat., Nov. 14, nine of our ladies enjoyed a beautiful day on our  
Fall Outing to Glendale, KY.  We enjoyed several hours of shopping  
and a delicious meal at the Whistle Stop Restaurant.  This was a great  
day of fun and fellowship! 
Upcoming Events:     
·  Our WCG Christmas Party is scheduled for Tues. evening, Dec. 15 

at 7:00 p.m.  Location will be announced. 
·  2010 Ladies Tea in February – date will be announced soon! 
·  2010 Eastern Mountain Region Event – Aug. 12 – 14 at Ridgecrest 

Christian Center, North Carolina 
 

We are very blessed to have a special poet in our c hurch family and in our ladies’ group. 
Sis. Maggie Terry shared the following poem  
on our drive home from Glendale: 
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“Our WCG”  
 

What do those initials mean? 
Well, I’ll try to answer here. 

It is simply “Women of the Church of God”, 
Which makes the meaning clear. 

 
And, as you consider joining 

Some questions you may ask. 
Well, everyone is needed, 

To help make our witness last. 
 

Do you feel a bit “unneeded”? 
Well, I’m busy as a bee 

And, is there an age limit? 
No, indeed – just look at me! 

 
And, as we grow and work together, 

There is much work to be done. 
And, as we meet together monthly 

There is always lots of fun. 
 

God has made us to be “social”, 
To meet, enjoy and work, you see. 

So, I’m hoping this will help you 
To want to join our local WCG. 

                                    
                                     ~Maggie Terry 

Sis. Maggie Terry shared the following poem as we 
hosted a reception to welcome Jeana Early: 

“To Jeana”  
 

We needed a staff member, sometime ago, 
And seemingly things were moving so slow – 
But, “all good things come to those who wait,” 

And, at last it seems, this is the date! 
 

We welcome you, Dear Jeana, with your smile so sweet. 
And, feel God is good, for at last we can meet! 
I’m a senior, as no doubt you can easily see, 
I’m older than most, and sometimes wonder, 

“Now, how can that be”? 
 

I’m still very active for my age, so they say, 
And just wanted to tell you, I’ve looked forward to this day! 

So good to see young folks, “sold out to the Lord” 
And, with music, and singing, spreading God’s Word. 

 
And as you meet more of us, 

The longer you’re here, 
We plan to grow closer, 

Love grows year by year. 
 

So, again, Dear Jeana, and your family, too. 
We welcome and love you, 

And if there’s things we can do… 
Just give us a call, now isn’t that true? 

 
We feel God has blest us with answers to prayers, 

And know He will continue, as you, and your family share. 
And as we work together to help bring more to the fold, 

To see sinners born again, a sight to behold! 
 

                          ~Maggie Terry 
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Ladies Faithbooking takes place one Friday night each month. It is a time of fellowship and scrap booking family 
pictures and weaving our faith into our memories for years to come. With Bible verses and hand written notes, we 
can express our faith and trust in God for His love and care that we see in our photos.  Come join us for great fun! 
You can be an old pro or one who has never scrap booked before. We can help you get started. It's great to have 
a special time with Christian friends and share a hobby!!   

�
 

Ladies Faithbooking 
 



����������	
���
����
���
������
������������������� ��������	
���	 �
����������	�
��
�������������	��
��������

 

�����������������������������������������������������������������
 
 
 
 
 
We Are Now an Angel Food Ministries Host Site  
Our church has recently been approved as a host site 
for Angel Food Ministries.  December is our first month 
for participating in this ministry.  By the time you 
receive this newsletter the deadline for paper orders 
will be past, but if you are interested in ordering online, 
you may do so until December 9th and still receive your 
food on the December 19th distribution date. 
 
Monthly Menus  
Monthly food selections, referred to by Angel Food 
Ministries as Monthly Menus, will be made available 
each month. Each month’s menu will give the ordering 
deadline and the month’s distribution date.  Orders 
must be paid for at the time order is made. Checks 
should be made payable to our church. 

 
Cost of Food  
A basic “Signature” box of Angel Food can be 
purchased for $30.  The food contained in this box 
assists in feeding a family of four for about one week.  
They offer several other selections of assorted meat 
boxes and fruit/vegetable boxes ranging in price from 
$21 - $28.   

 
Who is Eligible?  
This ministry provides affordable food for families and 
individuals.  Everyone is eligible to participate.  If you 
eat, you qualify!  This ministry is available for everyone 
in our church family and anyone from the community 
who is interested.  A few individuals have asked if it is 
possible to make an order and designate it to be given 
to a needy family, and the answer is yes!  This is 
another way this ministry can bless others. 
 
Spread the Word!  
We need help in getting the word out about this great 
opportunity for savings on food purchases.  The 
greatest way is to do this is by word of mouth – tell 
others!  We will keep the monthly menus updated and 
available here at church and on our website.  Feel free 
to take menus to others who may be interested.  We 
will also, in the near future, seek other ways to share 
this info in our community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Outreach Opportunities  
The following is copied from some of the AF materials:  
“As a host church you will provide a practical, non-
threatening, yet life giving way for even your most timid 
church members to touch others as they return to the 
church each month to receive their food.  They will 
often return bringing friends and relatives, and the 
members of your church will be able to touch the 
visitors with the compassion of Jesus in a very real, 
genuine way.  Host site churches become known in 
their local areas because of their “heart” for others!  
Their congregation becomes transformed as their 
members work together as a compassionate army of 
inspired and motivated workers.  Financial strain is 
lifted. Lives are touched.  On distribution day, church 
volunteers come together to perform duties ranging 
from setting up tables, handing out food items or 
assisting disabled or elderly customers by carrying 
their boxes to their cars.” 
 
Volunteers  
Thanks to all of you who have signed up to be 
volunteers in this ministry.  You will be the key to 
making this ministry very effective as we reach out to 
those who order and pick up their food month after 
month.  We should have many opportunities to share 
encouragement and hope to those we come in contact 
with.  If you are interested and haven’t signed up to 
volunteer, there is still time!  This will be an on-going 
process as this ministry grows in our church.  A 
Volunteer’s Training will be held on Thurs. evening, 
December 10 th at 7:00 p.m. here at church.  We will 
watch a DVD provided by Angel Food Ministries and 
then talk about the workers we will need to make our 
distribution day go smoothly.  We will also brainstorm 
about some ways we can get word of this ministry out 
into our community.  If you’d just like to come and find 
out what this ministry is all about, this will be a good 
opportunity. 
 
Small Wagons or Carts  
We can use a few small wagons or carts for carrying 
boxes if anyone has one or more they’d like to share. 
�
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In addition to our Prayer Care Ministry, other areas of Care Ministries are:  Note-Care, Tele-Care, Home-Care, 
Convert-Care and Senior-Care.  Senior-Care is the newest area of this ministry and we still need teams to serve.  
Times and days can be flexible to suit your schedule.  If you are interested in any of these areas of ministry, 
please come on Wed. evening, or call the church office if you have questions.  
 
Care Ministries Team Leaders recently met to share ideas on how we can make this ministry more effective in 
reaching others.  One of the thoughts shared was that we would love to hear from individuals about how God is 
using our efforts to encourage and reach others.  We want to hear testimonials from those of you who receive 
notes, visits and phone calls from the Care Ministries team members.  If you’ve had a prayer request on the 
prayer-care list and God has answered, please share this.  Most of all we want God to receive the praise, but this 
will also encourage those who are a part of the ministry, and hopefully in turn encourage others to want to 
become involved.  Please pray that God will make all of us more aware of how He is using His people to reach 
out to others, particularly in this ministry. 
 
If you have someone in mind that you would like to ask our Care Ministries Team to reach out to, whether by 
sending a note, making a visit, or making a phone call, referral forms are available in the Resource Center.  You 
may also share this with anyone involved with Care Ministries.  We especially desire to reach out to those who 
are not in church.  Also, you may share your prayer requests on the tear-off form in the bulletin, or by jotting it 
down and dropping by the church office.  We want to see this ministry reach as many people as possible.�
  
  

 

There is a place for you in Care Ministries here on  Wed. evenings  at 7:00 p.m.  
If you have questions, see Mark Saylor, Lois Pike o r Pastor Mike. 

                              Prayer Care Ministry 
                                     !
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     This team is a group of dedicated individuals who hunger to watch God move. Jeremiah 
33:3 reads, "Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, 
which thou knowest not."  How exciting to hear about God's miracles. How exciting to hear 
the praises go up and the blessings come down. Makes you want to put on your "shoutin 
shoes" just to talk about such things!  
 

      

     Has God awakened you from sleep to pray for someone?   Have you ever felt moved to pray for a 
particular person or situation?  That's God's Spirit drawing you unto Him. James 4:8 tells us to "Draw nigh to 
God and He will draw nigh to you."  
 

     It's far more than just praying. There are times we just praise God, times we just open our hearts, times we 
just cry. All the time, God leads us!  If we just "Humble ourselves before the Lord, He will lift you up." James 
4:10 
 

     You can make a difference. You are welcome to join us anytime. 
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                  Danville First Church of  God 
      
       For ten months ended October 31, 2009  
 

Operating Statement    
General receipts $ 154,520.43 
   
Disbursements:   
    Missions Ministry $ 14,874.30 
    Church Operations  39,333.94 
    Church Ministry   24,402.87 
    Ministry of the Word  63,233.76 
    Hostess & Other  3,473.52 
    Capital Improvements  7,949.99 
         Total $ 153,268.38 
   
Surplus general receipts  $ 1,252.05 

 
The above is a brief summary of our operating 
statement, A detail statement with budget can 

be seen on the hallway bulletin board. 
 

Averages September  October November  
Sunday 
School 

 
82 

 
83 

 
93 

AM Worship  
174 

 
167 

 
183 

PM Worship  
55 

 
56 

 
58 

Wed. Night 77 70 79 
Weekly 
Offering 

 
$3,584.78 

 
$3,712.30 

 
$3,598.84 
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Amount needed weekly for 2009 budget: $4,326.92 
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Annual Business Meeting  

Wed., Dec. 9 th 
7:00 PM 
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“The God of heaven himself will 
prosper us; therefore, we His servants 
will arise and build…”  Nehemiah 2:20 

Capital Campaign Update  
as of October 31, 2009 
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Sunday School – 9:45 AM 
Worship Service – 10:45 AM 
Adult Bible Study – 6:00 PM 
Youth Bible Study – 6:00 PM 
Young Adult Ministry – 6:00 PM 
 
$����	�!�� ��"���	# �
Care Ministries (Adults) – 7:00 PM 
Youth Classes – 7:00 PM 
Young Adult Ministry – 7:00 PM 
Children’s Ministry – 7:00 PM 
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Christ Birthday Observance 2009 - “Follow the Star” 
 

“Once again the star appeared to them, guiding them to Bethlehem.  It went ahead 
of them and stopped over the place where the child was.”  Matthew 2:9b 
 
Advent is all about expectation!!  Anxious anticipation!!  The wise men watched 
particularly for “celestial phenomena denoting the advent of royalty,” which meant 
that “all great kings had stars associated with their nativity.” 
 
The star recorded in the book of Matthew indicated to the wise men that a special 
child considered to be the “King of the Jews” had been born. 
 
The long, difficult journey of the wise men offered them no guarantee of actually 
finding this baby king.  Their belief in the words of the prophets and the 
interpretation of the astrological events, however, compelled them to persevere 
until they reached the place where the star rested over Bethlehem.  There, the wise 
men found the king they believed was the Messiah. 
 
As we enter this Advent Season, let us be reminded to “Follow the Star”.  Like the 
wise men, we, too, can be guided if we are willing to follow the Star and in doing 
so we will find Jesus Christ. 
 
Many are still waiting to find the special child we call Jesus.  They are waiting 
because no one has shared the story of Jesus Christ’s birth.  The Christ Birthday 
Observance reminds us of those who still need to hear the story.   
 
We have the opportunity to help share that story by contributing to the Christ 
Birthday Offering which will be received on December 20th.  Our church’s goal for 
this year is $2,500.  These funds are used to further the ministries of the Church of 
God worldwide. 
 

 

 


